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V i s i t D O T , a n d W O W E m p o w e r m e n t S e r i e s ,

p l u s P r o p h e c y , S p i r i t u a l K e y s & L e s s o n s , I A , P P a n d m o r e . . .

Each One! Bless One!
You Make a Difference!

* * * * *

This could be another Jena. We need your help. Another miscarriage of

justice in the South? Police have called it suicide but the facts don't seem

to add up. Help us demand the truth.

Dear Friend,

On December 8th, 17-year-old Billey Joe Johnson died from a gunshot

wound to the head. Police say he killed himself with a shotgun after being

stopped for a simple traffic violation in Lucedale, Mississippi.1 Several

things seem to cast doubt on the official story, including an independent

investigation that concluded it would have been impossible for the shot

that killed Johnson to have been self-inflicted.

Many on the ground smell a murder and a cover-up. We don't have all the

answers, but it's clear that in the racially divided town of Lucedale, all the

ingredients exist for a miscarriage of justice.

Your voice can help ensure that the District Attorney feels the presence of

a national spotlight when he presents his findings to a grand jury on
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Monday. Let him know that anything short of a thorough investigation will

result in massive attention and a call for outside intervention.

Can you lend your voice to demand justice for Billey Joe?

http://colorofchange.org/billeyjoe/?id=2702-581459

From the beginning, the District Attorney has treated the investigation of

Billey Joe's death as a suicide or the result of an accidental self-inflicted

injury. Based on his public statements and interactions with Billey Joe's

family, it appears that the District Attorney hasn't looked into whether

Billey Joe was killed by an officer or someone else. Again, we don't have

all the answers, but here's what we do know: Billey Joe was at his former

girlfriend's house minutes before the killing.2 He never entered the house,

but police were called to respond to an attempted burglary there.3 This

fact was not a part of the original story given by the police.

Billey Joe's family says that his ex-girlfriend had been staying at her

father's house because her mother threw her out for dating Billey Joe (she

is White and Billey Joe was Black). They said Billey Joe knew to only go

to the house when the girl's father was not present, that the two of them

were on good terms even after they had broken up, and that the breakup

was largely because of pressure from her father. The family also claims

that there is a relationship between the officer present at the scene of

Billey Joe's death and the girl's father.

A witness heard two shots, not one, at the scene where Billey Joe died,

according to an independent investigation launched by the Mississippi

NAACP. The pathologist in that investigation has indicated that it would be

impossible for a bullet from a self-inflicted shot to enter in the manner that

it did. He also said that given the length of Billey Joe's arms and the
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length of the shotgun, it would have been impossible for him to hold the

weapon and fire it at himself.

Billey Joe was a star athlete with scholarship offers from more than half a

dozen schools. No one--including family, friends, and coaches--could think

of a reason that Billey Joe would want to end his life. A true investigation

would sort out fact from rumor. But we can't be sure that Johnson's family

will get the investigation it deserves. In the case of the Jena 6 we saw a

District Attorney and a judge incapable of carrying out justice in a racially

charged environment. In the recent case of the murder of Oscar Grant by

police (and many like it), we see how unlikely it is for District Attorneys to

do their job when the suspect is an officer of the law. But in both these

cases, public pressure has made all the difference by shining a spotlight

on local authorities.

In the case of Billey Joe Johnson, we're looking for the truth and for

justice. A minute of your time can help ensure his family gets both:

http://colorofchange.org/billeyjoe/?id=2702-581459

Thanks and Peace,

James Rucker, www.ColorOfChange.org

James, Gabriel, Clarissa, William, Dani, and the rest of the

www.ColorOfChange.org team

February 6th, 2009

References:

1. "Mississippi family looks for answers in son's death," USA Today, 12-

22-08; http://tinyurl.com/aul9hd

http://colorofchange.org/billeyjoe/?id=2702-581459
http://www.colorofchange.org/
http://colorofchange.org/
http://www.colorofchange.org/
http://tinyurl.com/aul9hd


4

2. "Autopsy not completed in football star's death," The Sun Herald, 1-06-

09; http://www.sunherald.com/local/story/1050689.html

3. Police report and radio logs detailing events leading up to Johnson's

death, posted on WKRG-TV website

http://www.wkrg.com/news/flash_paper/12_19_08_billy_joe_johnson/

4. "CNN Newsroom: Mystery Death in Mississippi," CNN, 12-17-08

http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0812/17/cnr.07.html

5. "Mississippi running back Billey Joe Johnson, Jr. ran for 1,559 yards

and 24 touchdowns before his death in December," Collin Mickle-Press-

Register, 1-11-09

http://tinyurl.com/cs7cjm

6. "Player's death report leaves many puzzled," The Sun Herald, 12-21-08

http://www.denverpost.com/headlines/ci_11280331

http://www.sunherald.com/local/story/1050689.html
http://www.wkrg.com/news/flash_paper/12_19_08_billy_joe_johnson/
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0812/17/cnr.07.html
http://tinyurl.com/cs7cjm
http://www.denverpost.com/headlines/ci_11280331
http://colorofchange.org/

